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Sustainable development and by extension sustainable urban development, are evolving concepts that de-
pend upon the development of regional and local approaches and solutions. ere is a differentiation
between the definitions, approaches and priorities in developed and developing countries. Most defini-
tions of sustainability are unhelpful because of their wordiness, lack of detail or ambiguity. Also, in Syria, a
chaotic urban context has existed over the past 50 years; the urban government handles urban as piecemeal
solutions. e lack of a long term solution for urban growth and urban policies integration has always been
the case in the Syrian urban planning process. Subsequently, creating a national agenda for sustainable ur-
ban development in country like Syria is required to bridge the gab between developed and developing
countries.

is paper focuses on providing the critical requirements for achieving sustainable urban development,
by analysing the opportunities and constraints in the case of Syria. e key requirement is the establish-
ment of a solid knowledge foundation for Syria that will equip the public, urban development stakeholders,
architects and planners with accurate and relevant knowledge generated within the framework of the so-
cial and economic needs, its cultures and its biophysical environment to guide their decisions and actions
towards establishing a sustainable urban environment. Finally, the paper raises questions for future re-
search into the need for new national framework and legislation considering sustainability dissensions,
and highlights clearly the practical benefits of treating the urban environment and its components as a
whole.
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